  Jump to appended: Weekly Devotional
*Extinguishing of candles

   *Postlude  
Worship Service: We welcome you today September 17, 2023, the Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost!   Hand sanitizer and masks are available. Please put your offering in the basket in rear of Sanctuary. Weekly envelopes/ monetary donations may be dropped off at the church during office hours or mailed. Bulletin & devotionals are on the church website. 
GREETERS: Sept. 17th and 24th - Seth Guertin, Jan Quinn, and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 1st & 8th - Leon & Diane Shaffer and 3rd person to be announced; Oct. 15th & 22nd - Ed & Peggy Berra and 3rd person to be announced.
ANNOUNCERS: Sept. 3rd thru 29th - Marie Herb; Oct. 1st thru 29th - Seth Guertin.
LAY READERS: Sept 17th - Sharon Fetterhoff; Sept. 24th - Doris Hand; Oct. 1st - Marie Herb; Oct. 8th - Theresa Miller.  If you cannot read on your Sunday, please inform the church office. Thank you.

ADULT SUNDAY SCHOOL LEADERS: Sept. 17th - Ed Dobbin; Sept 24th & Oct. 1st - Sharon Fetterhoff; Oct. 8th & 13th - Ed & Peggy Berra. If you cannot lead on your Sunday, please inform the church office as soon as possible. Thank you.  We began Season Two of “The Chosen”; we discuss Lesson 6 on Sept. 17th. Please join us. 

YOUTH SUNDAY SCHOOL TEACHERS: Sept. 17th - Marie Herb & Kris Heckard; Sept. 24th - Donna Novinger & Seth Guertin; Oct. 1st - Bridget Campbell & Sue Faust; Oct. 8th - Marie Herb & Kris Heckard. All Children are encouraged to come to Sunday School!
COFFEE FELLOWSHIP TIME We wish to have coffee and cookie time (in the meeting room) again for those who wish to chat and have fellowship after church on Sundays.  If anyone wishes to help with the committee or donate cookies, please see Marie Herb. 
PLEASE TURN OFF CELL PHONES, PAGERS, ETC. during our worship service.  Thank you for your cooperation.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED TO HELP WITH LIVESTREAM: We are still looking for volunteers to help learn how to do live stream and operate the hymnal for worship service. Please see Seth Guertin, Bridget Campbell or Marie Herb if you’re interested.
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September 17, 2023

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost

Rev. Kristine Heckard - Interim Pastor

                  The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
      3682 Peters Mountain Rd.  P O Box H Halifax, PA 17032
    Church Office (717-896-3118)  Pastor Cell 717-818-3041

 Church Office Hours: Mon. thru Thurs. - 10AM to 3PM 

    Web Site - ValleysEcc.Org   Email - valleysecc.halifax@gmail.com
View online services at Link:

https://www.facebook.com/The-Valleys-Evangelical-Covenant-Church-113739983341029/     or on YouTube Link https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCWCNvvB8qUyJVry4rUWQFGQ 

If you are not on Facebook, go to the above YouTube link and you should be able to see any of the services (after the live stream is finished).  You can also listen to the sermon on Valleys website.  
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church

Rev. Kristine Heckard, Interim Pastor

Organist, Peggy Berra
Video Technician, Seth Guertin

September 17, 2023 - Worship, 10:15AM - 

Sixteenth Sunday After Pentecost 

    (*Please stand as you are able)


 
Lighting of Candles  
   Prelude       
Announcements                                                                                              
*Call to Worship: (Responsive)                            Marie Herb                 

L:  Let us turn to the Lord our God with humility.
P:  for the contrite heart he will not turn away.
L:  Let us turn to God with sincerity.
P:  for he calls us to worship in Spirit and in Truth.
L:  Let us turn to God with confidence,
P: for he cares for us with a steadfast love.
  L: Come, let us worship together.
      *Hymn -                “Holy, Holy, Holy”             Page 262
*Invocation                                                                                   
*Confession:  (In Unison)   
Lord, like so many others we want to see a sign, a miracle, before we wholly trust in your power. Forgive our foolishness, increase our faith, and through your Spirit strengthen our determination to put our trust in you and follow where you lead us. In Jesus’ name we pray. Amen.
*Assurance of Pardon     
The Psalm: 114:1-8(Responsive)                                  
  L: When Israel came out of Egypt, Jacob from a people of foreign tongue,
P: Judah became God’s sanctuary, Israel his dominion.
L: The Red Sea looked and fled, the Jordan River turned back;
P: the mountains leaped like rams, the hills like lambs.
L: Why was it, Red Sea, that you fled? Why, Jordan River, did you turn back?

P: Why, mountains, did you leap like rams, you hills, like lambs?
L: Tremble earth, at the presence of the Lord, at the presence of the God of Jacob,
P: who turned the rock into a pool, the hard rock into springs of water.
  Affirmation of Faith: (In Unison) 

 We believe in the one true God Eternal. He is the Almighty One who made Heaven and Earth, all we can see and we cannot see. We believe in Jesus Christ, our Lord and master, at one with the Father before time began. He came for us and because of his living, dying and rising; we can call ourselves sons and daughters of the same Father. We believe in the spirit that is holy and makes us whole. We believe in the gathering and wandering, the pilgrimage of God’s people. We believe in the authority of the Good News. We believe in the power of the Word of Life. We believe in this through the witness of Christ reigning, now and forever, in all places and times. Amen.
Hymn -                       “Trust and Obey”                         Page 349
Pastoral Prayer with the Lord’s Prayer (sins/sinned)             
Our Father, who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name. Thy kingdom come. Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our daily bread. And forgive us our sins, as we forgive those who have sinned against us. And lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. For thine is the kingdom, and the power, and the glory, forever. Amen.
Prayer Response:     “Hear our Prayer, O Lord”           Page 614
Scripture:     Exodus 14:1-31 (Pg. 78 O.T. Pew Bible)   

                                  Sharon Fetterhoff, Lay Reader                   

          Reader:   The Word of God for the People of God.
       Congregation: Thanks be to God!
Sermon:             “Stuck Smack Dab in the Middle”     
Dedication of Offering 
*Hymn -           “Guide Me, O Thou Great Jehovah”  
      Page 51  
*Benediction                                                        
                     L: Greeting: “The Peace of God be with you.”                
                      P: Response: “And also with you.”                                 
             L: “Go now in peace.”          
     CHURCH CALENDAR
Sept. 17 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School for Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Organist)
Sept. 20 - 6:00PM - Prayer Team

                 7:00PM - Council Meeting

Sept. 24 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
                
10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online (Hymnal) Special Music: Judy Knorr

                 Meeting with Parents & Confirmands after Worship 
Oct.    1 - 9:00AM - Sunday School at Valleys- The Chosen (Adults);

                 
9:00AM - Sunday School-Children (nursery or 1st Grade classroom)
               10:15AM -In-Person Worship Service or Online Holy Communion (Have bread & grape juice to participate for online worship; Communion Servers - Bridget Campbell, Sharon Fetterhoff 
COUNCIL MEETING is September 20th at 7:00PM.

SPECIAL MUSIC: Judy Knorr will share special music on September 24th.
MEETING WITH PARENTS AND CONFIRMANDS in All Purpose Room on September 24th following Worship Service.
PASTORAL SEARCH COMMITTEE: Our church profile is completed and we are reviewing candidate profiles. More updates as we progress in this process.

PIG ROAST DINNER: Valleys annual Pork Roast Dinner on October 7, 2023, the 1st Saturday in October, from 4:00-6:00PM. Menu will be Pulled Pork, mashed potatoes, filling, corn, coleslaw, dessert and drink. Ticket Donation: Adults: $15.00, Ages 4-12: $7.50, Ages 3 and under “Free”. Call the church office for more information or for tickets.
HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER NEWS! The HALIFAX SENIOR CENTER plans to reopen on Wednesday, October 18, 2023 with Bingo from 10:00-11:00AM and a Card Party from Noon to 3:00PM. More information will be in upcoming bulletins.
             PRAYER REQUESTS*     *(indicates new or change)
Please remember all people on our Prayer List with prayers, thoughts, cards: 

MEMBERS & FRIENDS OF THE VALLEYS:  

*Shelia Bentz, (Ann Hale’s friend, had surgery); *Mike Lesher, (Karla Lesher’s husband, surgery on Oct. 11); *Greg Brown, (Norine Goss’ nephew); Hannah Klinger, (Capitol Rehab & Healthcare Center - for Rehab); Mary Cooke; Esther Masser; Dennis Leitzel;  Ed Dobbin; Gail/Charlie Shertzer; Sarah Graff, Gary Miller; Barbara Lauver; Marissa Faust; Carol Cooper; Dean Etzweiler; Sue Maichle; Aliyia Shoop; Lori Graeff;  Janelle Seeger; Patrick, Deb, Emily Castellani, (Car accident); Dawne Wilks; Roxanne Laudenslager; Pastor Gail Boyer; Barbara Wild;  Judy Miller; Dorothy Rand; Ben Baker; Inez Boyer; Liam Neiswender; Terry Etzweiler; Carl Baker; Neva Smith; Rick Welker; Alan Bostdorf; Nancy/Tim Wilbert; Jennifer Herb; Jean Enders; Destiny Snyder; Glenda Lissner; Guy Kerstetter; Larry Snyder; Carolyn Rickmer; Joslyn Thomas; Kevin; Henry Hassinger; Ray Meredith; Jerry Sturm;  Janeal Yerger; Justin Hoffman; Glen Hale; Betty Feger; Esther Rudy; Evelyn/Ron Kolva; Bob Pottiger; Sara Herb; Ann Kopp; Jake/Sandy Hale; Greg Gelnett; Kenny Minnich; Dustin Ramberger; Stanley Moose; Tracey Knauss; Josephine Stoneroad; Nancy McElrath; Bonnie Bechtel; Tom Little;  Don Markel; Elwood Shaffer, (Neva Cichy’s father); Mike/Bonnie Lidle; Kelly Richter; John Lazor; Kelly Shutt;  Sarah Stromberg; Sue Hine, (Ann Hale’s friend); Sandra Kittle, (Carol Miller’s friend); Chad Kitchen; Marilyn Shertzer;  John Shoop; Dwayne Miller, (Gary Miller’s nephew); Pat Buckler; Kevin Conrad; Rick Miller, (Carl Miller’s son); Jason Zeigler, (Cary/Carol Miller’s neighbor)
OUR SHUT INS: Myra Hoffman; Lila Baddorf; Vickie Shoffler; Janet Noblit; Lori Graff; Arletta Thomas; Betty Lebo
MISSIONS: Covenant Missionaries: Jen/Minh D.; Cathy C.; Covenant Missionaries, all Missionaries serving around the world.

Please inform the Valleys if you or a member of your family is in the hospital, hospitals do not inform us unless you tell them to contact us.  Please call the church office (717-896-3118). Please put prayer requests (also name of person requesting prayer) on the back of “Welcome Card” which is in the pew rack and place it in offering plate, also please give a contact name that we can contact for updates or call the church office. In order to keep our prayer list accurate, please give the church office updates on people you place on prayer list or if you know of someone whose prayer need has changed. Thank you. 

ALTAR FLOWERS: Cost for altar flowers is $37.00 to sponsor flowers for Sunday worship services.
The Valleys Evangelical Covenant Church
Weekly Devotional for September 17, 2023

Invocation:

Almighty and most merciful God, we call upon You to awaken in all of us the call to serve you as we learn Christ’s way.  Give us the courage to follow Christ’s example.  We know that you empower us for all that You call us to do.  So, Lord we come today seeking Your wisdom, Your love, Your grace, so that we may be the embodiment of Christ in the world today as we serve You.  In Christ Jesus we pray.  Amen.

Scripture:  Exodus 14:1-31; Psalm 114:1-8 (Responsive scripture)

Sermon:


          “Stuck Smack Dab in the middle”

Remember when you were a kid and you’d come home from school, throw your books on the sofa, and head for the refrigerator and the cookie jar? You’d reach in and grab a hand full of cookies and a nice cold class of milk; sit down about two feet from the Television in the living room, even though you knew eating was off limits in the living room, and you’d sit and watch “Leave it to Beaver” or “I Love Lucy”.   Times were great as a kid.  I didn’t seem to have a care in the world until my mom came home and saw that I hadn’t finished my homework or done the chores, then I was in real trouble.

We all wish life were like a glass of cold milk and a plate of yummy cookies.

I like all kinds of cookies.  For instance, I like chocolate chip cookies and peanut butter cookies.  They are so good.  And then there are those Oreo cookies with the two chocolate wafers and the crème filling on the inside.  They are so yummy.  The best of two worlds as far as I’m concerned.

I have to say life sure was great as a kid, eating all those cookies without a care in the world.  However, life isn’t always like a glass of milk and a handful of cookies, is it?  For many of us bad days come and go and sometimes seem to be the norm.  

I want to suggest that all of us today can identify with the Oreo cookie – squeezed in the middle, smack dab in the middle.  We know what it is like to be sandwiched between two opposing forces, seemingly with no way to break free.

We are not the only ones who have lived in similar situations. The Israelites in the book of Exodus experienced life just as we experience it.  Here in the 14th Chapter of Exodus, God had told Moses to go to Pharaoh and tell him to let my people go. Through 10 negotiation meetings, Pharaoh decided to let the Israelites free to go with Moses. God hardened Pharaoh’s heart and Pharaoh raged with anger that his son had died and the Israelites plundered their city of gold, silver and livestock. Now they were gone and Pharaoh was full of anger took off after Moses and the Israelites. Now God could have taken the Israelites the shortest distance but chose to take them toward the Red Sea. And here is where we come into the story. They were stuck in the middle, smack dab in the middle of Pharaoh and the Red Sea.

Now, they were truly stuck. To go back meant totally being wiped out by the army of Pharaoh.  To go forward without a raft or a boat and with all their possessions it meant that they would all certainly drown.

To be stuck in the middle, smack down in the middle is a scary place to be.

At one time or another all of us have been faced with decisions that are not easy to make. At times neither option looks very good. When we get to this point there are several options we have. We can (1) stay where we are and do nothing. Just sit tight and wait on someone else to do something. (2) We can say “no” to both options and just walk away. (3) We can go with God and watch Him provide. The story we are looking at today, the parting of the Red Sea is an incredible miracle. There is no other explanation for it. We have all heard it before.  Moses raises his staff and the waters then divide and the people go through to safety. There are many people today who find it very hard to grasp that an event like this actually took place.

A little 9-year-old boy was asked by his mother what he had learned in S.S. that day …he said well, Mom our teacher told us how God sent Moses behind enemy lines on a rescue mission to lead the Israelites out of Egypt. When he got to the Red Sea, he had his engineers build a big bridge and all the people walked across the Red Sea.  He then uses his walkie-talkie to radio in to get B52 bombers to blow up the bridge and all the Israelites were saved, and all the Egyptians were destroyed. His Mom said now Billy is that really what your teacher taught you?  He said, well, actually no, but if I told it the way the teacher said it happened, you’d never believe it.

Here was Moses with Pharoah’s army chasing them on one side and on the other the massive Red Sea. We have phrases we use to describe these types of situations when we are stuck in the middle not knowing what to do …. We sometimes say we are between a rock and a hard place or it’s a catch 22 or we’re between the devil and the deep blue sea…it’s when we are in a place where neither choice seems good. So what do we do when we face choices like Moses faced that day?

1.  First of all, we see that God has a plan for His people.  He always does. The problem is that many times there is what I would call a “disconnect” between our thoughts and His thoughts. 

But here is the plan - The Lord said to Moses, tell the Israelites to turn back and to camp by the sea.  Pharaoh will think the Israelites are wandering around the land in confusion, hemmed in by the desert.  It has been said that if you want to make God laugh, tell Him about your plans. We could add to that, if you want to hear Him laugh even louder, tell him how much you think you know.

I believe it is hard for us to admit that we do not know as much as we think we know. And we certainly aren’t in control of as much as we would like to think that we are.  Too many times we develop our plans and then we ask God to come and bless them.  Why do we do that?  I believe it is because deep down inside we believe that we got to where we are today without anyone else’s help.  You see deep down we don’t want to admit that God’s plans are always better or that we understand them.

Take the wedding of Cana, for instance where Jesus performed His first miracle.  Can you imagine the look on the disciples faces when Jesus told them to fill the jars with water so that the guests at the wedding could have more wine?  Can you imagine the expression when they were grieving over the loss of Lazarus and Jesus said let’s go out to the cemetery to visit his grave.  Can you imagine their expression when Lazarus comes walking out of the tomb?  Put simply, God’s plans will not always seem logical.  That’s why they require an element of faith on our part.

2.  Now the 2nd thing we notice here is this. When we follow God’s plan it does not always mean that our journey will be pain free. We learn from the scripture that Pharaoh has now realized that his latest building project is not going to come together because he no longer has thousands of men and women working for him for free.  So, he sets out in his chariot and takes his army with him – over 600 chariots and they begin to chase the Israelites.  Look what happens. In verse ten, Moses and the Israelites looked up and there was this massive Egyptian army coming after them.  Of course, they were terrified.

Now what happens at this point is a bit strange. They had been working from sunup to sundown, doing back breaking work for Pharaoh and no way out in sight and no plan to get to freedom and Moses convinces Pharaoh to release them. Now they are following Moses and the enemy shows up and immediately they lose faith in their leader. What happens at this point is typical of how we respond. God was leading His people and they had been brought out of slavery.  God was putting his plan in place, but now there is a big problem - the enemy is closing in and they are now convinced they are going to die.

Let me say it again. Following God’s plan does not mean our journey in life will be problem free. In fact, Jesus said in this life you will have tribulation.  It’s going to happen.

3. The 3rd thing we notice is that when God shows His plan to us it is highly likely He is calling us to do something.  Doesn’t it make sense, that if God intends to get something done he will speak to the person He wants to do it.  So, I ask you this morning, what is God telling you that He wants you to do? Look at how this plays out in the scripture. In Verse 13 it says that Moses answered, “Don’t be afraid!  Stand your ground and you will see what the Lord will do to save you today; you will never see these Egyptians again.”
It’s a good thing sometimes to just be still. The Bible says to be still and know that He is God. Get alone with God and experience His presence and let Him speak. When Saul was on the road to Damascus, God spoke to him and when He spoke Saul then asked Him two questions (1) Lord who are you?  And (2) what do you want me to do?  God doesn’t call us to be saved and then sit and not get involved in ministry. “Who are you Lord and what do you want me to do?”

Now you might think well the Lord says here I don’t have to do anything I just need to be still.  Look closer. That’s not God speaking there, that’s Moses.  What Moses was saying was true, the Lord will fight for you but in this case clearly God is ready for His people to Do something.  Look what He says. The Lord said to Moses, why are you crying out to me?  Then the Lord said to Moses, “quit praying and get the people moving! Forward, march!”

There is a time to be still and really get to know the Lord…in fact we should do that every day but not 24 hours a day. There comes a time when we need to go to work. We need to do something.

4. And the 4th thing we learn from this passage is that God will provide the resources you need to lead.  If God calls you, He will equip you.  As one song puts it, God will make a way when there seems to be no way.  The conclusion of this story is amazing because God shows His power, and He proves that His people really never had anything to be worried about.  Life can put us in situations many times that may seem impossible with nowhere to turn and we don’t know who to run to or where to go and what to do.  And just when we think we are stuck God shows us a fresh way out of our problems. He opens up a new path for us and says Go this way.

We say it’s possible. God says all things are possible.

We say we’re too tired. He says I will give you rest.

We say I’m not smart enough. He says I will give you wisdom.

We say I can’t figure things out. He says I’ll direct your steps.

When you are smack dab in the middle and see no way out, rest assured that God will do exactly what he promises to do, at just the right time.  Amen.

Pastoral Prayer & Lord’s Prayer:

Lord our God, you fill heaven and earth with Your Spirit and allow us to share in Your gifts.  We thank You for all You have given us, for all You are giving and will give.  We are all needy and poor in-spite of our longing and seeking.  Only You through Your Spirit can we be awakened to something in us to help us go toward Your goal.  Keep us from being caught up in the ways of the world.  Today, Lord, we pray for a fresh perspective.  Help us to see life through Your eyes.  In a world surrounded by so much wrong it can be hard to see clearly.  Continue to change us from the inside out and show us what really matters.  Bless our lives with the eternal purpose You created us for.  

We thank you Lord for our Church and we give thanks for all who come together to make this church.  We give thanks for those who participate in worship, lighting candles, singing, reading Scripture, and lifting-up prayers.  We give thanks for those who offer welcome and greet on Sunday mornings.  We give thanks for those who offer their knowledge of technical support, for those who share their musical talents.  We thank you for those who mow the lawn, tidy up the building, and prepare and serve our community meals.  Lord the list goes on and on, but we thank you for all these people who are the Church.

 And now Lord, as we are the church, the body of Christ, empower us to go out beyond our walls with love and compassion, truly caring for each one we meet.  

Again, Lord we ask that you be with all who are hurting.  There are many who are experiencing difficulties and we pray for your healing presence to be upon them.  May they feel your healing touch.  And now we pray for all these things in the name of Jesus who taught us to pray . . . “Our Father . . . Amen.

Benediction:

And now may the love of God which passes all understanding keep your hearts and minds in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Amen.

